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On this wildlife tour, experience the wealth of nature that Sri Lanka has to offer and go in search of its Big Five
- the blue whale, sperm whale, Asian elephant, leopard and sloth bear. Please note that this is a seasonal tour
running throughout the whale-watching season from December to April.

This holiday can be undertaken staying in a range of hotels. To make things simple initially we have outlined
a Luxury option and a Value option. Each combination is based on tried and tested hotels within given price
ranges but any other hotels we feature in the respective regions can be included instead, and Luxury and

Value hotels can be mixed.

ABOUT THIS TOUR

This tour takes you first from London to
Bandaranaike International Airport. From

here, your personal chauffeur will take you
down to your choice of Colombo hotel for
your first night. In the morning of your second
day, continue south to Galle and spend a few
hours enjoying the history of the old Dutch
fort. Then, head along the south coast to
Weligama, where you will stay for three nights.
Here, you can enjoy the seafront and try some
scuba-diving. On Day Five, travel to the edge
of the Yala National Park and spend three
nights at your chosen Yala hotel. This is the
perfect opportunity to witness the famous Sri
Lankan leopard in its natural habitat. On Day
Head, head back towards Galle and spend
one night at the Frangipani Tree in Thalpe,
before travelling north to Negombo for your
final night. On your last day, enjoy a morning in
the city, and then take the short journey from
Jetwing Beach to the airport.

PRICES
From £2,450 per person

Based on double occupancy in hotels
mentioned in the back of this document,
with flights to and from Colombo, and private
chauffeur-guide.

DATES

This holiday can be arranged throughout
the year. Timings can vary depending on the
month and day of the week.

WHAT'S INCLUDED

e Flights with Sri Lankan Airways from London
Heathrow to Bandaranaike International
Airport and back

e Entrance fees to the sites and monuments
listed in the itinerary (optional excursions are
charged at a supplement)

¢ Private English-speaking chauffeur-guide in
an air-conditioned Japanese car for duration

e 1 night’s bed and breakfast in Colombo

® 3 nights’ bed and breakfast in Weligama

e 3 nights’ bed and breakfast in Yala National
Park

e 1 night’s bed and breakfast in Thalpe or
Koggala

e 1 night’s bed and breakfast in Negombo

WHAT'S NOT INCLUDED

e Visa

e Meals and drinks, unless specified
e Personal travel insurance

e Additional nights in any destination
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DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY

Colombo - Weligama - Yala - Thalpe -

Day one: Arrive in Colombo

You will be met on arrival and driven by your
English-speaking chauffeur guide who wiill
accompany you throughout your tour of Sri
Lanka. You will be driven to your hotel in in
Colombo, approximately 1.5 hours’ away.

Day two: Colombo to Weligama
Bay

After breakfast, head south along the coast
road to Galle (approximately 3 hours). Take a
walk around the Dutch Fort (UNESCO world
heritage site) with its myriad narrow streets
within the city walls. Then continue to on
Weligama Bay, a small fishing town with a
beautiful bay. Weligama Bay stretches all the
way from Weligama to Mirissa, and is blessed
with incredibly soft, sandy beaches. There
are both good waves for surfing and more
sheltered waters for snorkelling, and scuba
divers can even discover some old shipwrecks
offshore. The nearby Dondra lighthouse is

Sri Lanka’s most southerly point. You will be
driven to your hotel for a three night stay.

Days three and four: Weligama
Bay

In the mornings, drive with your naturalist

to Mirissa and embark on a sea journey in

a spacious and comfortable boat. Mirissa is
the main point for deep sea fishing and whale
watching trips between December and April.
Look out for blue whales, spinner dolphins and
sperm whales! In the afternoons, relax by the
beach or enjoy a dip in the swimming pool.

Day five: Weligama Bay to Yala
National Park

After breakfast, head eastwards to the Jetwing
Yala or stay in a luxury tented camp as an
alternative for three nights (approximately

3.5 hours). This nature resort is located in

ten acres of jungle bordering the entrance

of Yala National Park and the Indian Ocean.
Yala National Park covers an area of 965 sq
kilometres and was declared a Game Park

in 1938. According to research the park has
one of the highest densities of leopards in

the world and therefore offers one of the best
chances throughout Asia to see these animals.
You may also see elephant, sloth bear,
sambhur, spotted deer, wild boar, stipenecked,
brown and ruddy mongooses, black-naped
hare and several species of civet. In the water
holes you may see mugger crocodile, painted
stork, lesser whistling teal, black-headed Ibis,
Eurasian spoonbill, egrets and the rare Black-
necked stork.

Negombo

Sri Lankan Elephants

Days six and seven: Yala National
Park

Enjoy morning and afternoon jeep safaris

in Yala National Park. You will see that Sri
Lanka is blessed to have the opportunity

to showcase a huge amount of fascinating
wildlife, all of which you will experience during
your safaris. Because of the high density of
leopards in Yala, the lack of other carnivores
means that the leopard is the top predator, so
adults and cubs can be remarkably relaxed
during the day. Young males in particular seem
to have no fear of the jeep which can lead to
some excellent photographic opportunities.
Yala is also the best place in Asia for sighting
the shy and usually nocturnal sloth bear. It is
usually cooler in the early mornings and late
afternoons, just in time for your safaris!

Day eigth: Yala to Thalpe

After breakfast, leave to travel along the coast
to Thalpe (approximately 4 to 5 hours) for
one night at the Frangipani Tree on a divine
secluded stretch of sandy beach. Just 8km
from Galle Fort, Thalpe is blessed with a long
stretch of palm fringed golden sand and in
season, sea turtles return to the beach here
to lay their eggs. The coast is lined with
many boutique hotels, created under the
influence of Geoffrey Bawa. Geoffrey Bawa
is a world renowned architect, often referred
to as the father of contemporary Sri Lankan
architecture, so it is not uncommon to see
villas and hotels in this style.
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Day nine: Thalpe to Negombo
Depart for Negombo (approximately 4 hours
drive) for a relaxing afternoon and evening at
your hotel. Negombo is actually an important
fishing town with Portuguese and Dutch
colonial heritage. The Dutch legacy is seen in
the remains of the grand Dutch Fort and the
Dutch canal (now called Hamilton Canal) which
runs from Colombo to Chilaw via Negombo.
The canal is being revived and you can see
galley-painted boats using it as a waterway.
The beaches at Negombo are wide and good
for beach walking. It is fascinating to see how
the fishing industry dominates life in coastal
Negombo - the fish market, the auctions, the
stalls along the beach. As a tourist resort,
Negombo caters to a wide spectrum of
holidaymakers on a range of budgets. It’s lively
at night and has tourist shops and restaurants.

Day ten: Departure from Colombo
Transfer to the airport for your departure
(approximately 20 minutes drive).

OPTIONAL

It is possible to add extra nights in the

any of the destinations featured in your
itinerary, as well as those further north,
including Tea Country and the Cultural

Triangle.
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HOTELS

Our ‘Luxury’ selection of hotels in Colombo, Weligama, Yala National Park,
Koggala, and Negombo are described below.

COLOMBO

The Regency at the Galle Face Hotel

The Galle Face Hotel, Sri Lanka’s first
purpose-built hotel, dates back to 1864 and
has been owned and run by the Gardiner
family (father and now son) for over 60 years.
A little museum by the tea room houses hotel
memorabilia including a vintage car once
owned by Prince Philip. Its position facing
the Indian Ocean on one side and Galle Face
Green park on another gives this magnificent
colonial hotel an airy, resort feel although it

is right in the centre of Colombo. The Galle
Face hotel continues to feature prominently
in Colombo life and is still one of the hotspots
for socialising and eating. A high tea on the
verandah or cocktails on the chess-board
terrace at sunset are on the ‘must-do’ list

for any first-timer to Colombo. There are

nine places to eat, including a tea room,
seafood restaurant and a pub. The seawater
swimming pool and the Regency Spa are ideal
for relaxing after sightseeing and shopping

in the humid city air. The south wing of the
Galle Face hotel was painstakingly restored
between 2002 and 2004 and opened as The
Regency at the Galle Face Hotel, adding 80
luxurious bedrooms and a Spa to this pillar of
Sri Lankan hospitality. The bedrooms in The
Regency are luxuriously fitted with elegant
furniture, marble bathrooms, air-conditioning
and modern amenities, whilst still retaining
original features such as polished wooden
floors, high ceilings and whitewashed walls.
The Oceanic suites look directly onto the sea.
read more

WELIGAMA BAY

Cape Weligama Resort

Hugging the rugged coastline on Sri Lanka’s
southern coast, Cape Weligama offers 40 free-
standing villas and suites amid a glorious cliff-
top setting to the west of Weligama Bay. Only
30 minutes’ drive from the cultural centre of
Galle, the resort is reminiscent of a traditional
Sri Lankan village, where terracotta-roofed
villas are spread over 12 acres of landscaped
gardens. At the eastern and western fringes

of the resort’s grounds, guests have direct
access to two beaches — one a popular
swimming beach protected by reef, the other a

The Regency at the Galle Face Hotel,
Colombo

Noel Rodrigo’s Leopard Safaris, Yala
National Park

quieter spot for secluded paddles. Snorkelling
and diving opportunities are great here, with
a PADI diving centre offering qualified tuition.
For the resort’s most spectacular views,

the rust-red cliffs are topped with Cape
Weligama’s one-of-a-kind crescent-shaped
infinity pool, the Moon Pool, which is served
by the pool bar for daytime relaxation. Smaller
infinity pools are deposited evenly among the
villas and suites for added privacy. Individually
named after famous Ceylon explorers and
writers, the accommodation types are divided
by size into Wattas and Walauwas. The

latter are the resort’s most indulgent offering;
their name means ‘mansion’ and they are
organised around a children’s fun pool to the
east of the grounds. Each villa is generous in
size and decorated in a style that prioritises
comfort, while indulgent additions include a
private butler service, bespoke dining and spa
facilities. The in-room spa service includes
massages on the veranda, bath rituals and
steam baths. There are three restaurants

at Cape Weligama for those who prefer to
dine among company, including the Dining
Pavilion’s Pola, a seafood market, and the

Cape Weligama Resort, Weligama
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Japanese offering of Misaki. Cape Weligama
is a superb option for indulgent villa-only
luxury in close proximity to Weligama and
the attractions of Galle in southern Sri Lanka.
read more

YALA NATIONAL PARK

Noel Rodrigo’s Leopard Safaris

With two campsites in Sri Lanka, one in
Wilpattu National Park and one in Yala, Noel
Rodrigo’s Leopard Safaris offers guests the
choice between the well-trodden plains of Yala
and the lesser-visited park of Wilpattu. Each
camp is comprised of semi-permanent tents,
each with a great sense of privacy and the
welcome additions of modern amenities

and electricity. These campsites are
recommended for those looking to enjoy the
‘wild” setting of a traditional safari, but with the
comforts of excellent accommodation. Sturdy
four-poster beds, curtained windows, classic
en-suites, and peaceful verandas act as
attractive finishing touches. Sheltered sitting
areas provide respite at the end of a day’s
game drives, and flavoursome Sri Lankan
cuisine is served around the camp table,

Noel Rodrigo’s Leopard Safaris, Yala
National Park
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HOTELS

Our ‘Luxury’ selection of hotels in Colombo, Weligama, Yala National Park,
Koggala, and Negombo are described below.

creating a vibrant feeling of community. Other
activities at the campsites include star-gazing
and a photography class, and guided nature
walks, and visits to nearby temples can also
be arranged. To complete your stay in Yala or
Wilpattu, enjoy a refreshing drink around the
campfire, or relax with a book in one of the
hammocks.

KOGGALA

TRI

TRI, built around an ancient Banyan tree

on a promontory in Lake Koggala, treats its
guests to a truly unique experience of both
the natural world of Sri Lanka and luxury
accommodation. Arriving guests are taken
over to the hotel by boat, which immediately
creates a lasting impression of exclusivity and
peaceful seclusion. TRl is Sri Lanka'’s first
hotel to seamlessly combine contemporary,

cutting-edge design (inspired by the Fibonacci

sequence), with total sustainability. Living
walls, recycled wood, green roofs, solar-
heated water, and locally-sourced materials
not only help the ten rooms blend in with their
lush lakeside position, but also maintain all
aspects of the local natural harmony. Guests
can experience full immersion into Sri Lankan
culture with yoga classes, the Ayurveda spa,
and a range of other holistic treatments.
Rooms at TRl are split-level, with the bed
raised up, which gives a greater sense of
space and enhances the spectacular views
that can be appreciated from the beds. Glass
walls are combined with opaque dividers to
create a balance between essential privacy
and stunning tropical panoramas. As a
result, the view from your room will appear

to be entirely yours. A further three rooms
are housed inside the unique central Water
Tower, which has cinnamon wood walls and
is surrounded by a spiral-shaped pool. In
addition to the main 21m infinity swimming
pool, the infinity pools on the terraces of the
larger rooms become surreally sublime due
to their lagoon-side, treetop position; and,
the high-altitude yoga Shala is suspended
above a bamboo grove, and enhances the
feeling of natural wellbeing. Here, guests can
enjoy classes taught by one of TRI’'s owners,

TRI, Koggala

TRI, Koggala

a professional yoga teacher. Healthy, delicious
food is served in the restaurant, overlooking
the treetops below and the banks of the lake.
The immersive experience continues in the
lake kayaking facilities, temple visit excursions,
and private beach club on Kabalana Beach.
Those staying for longer may want to embark
on a whale-watching trip. read more

NEGOMBO

Jetwing Beach

Nestling between palm trees along a charming
stretch of beach on Sri Lanka’s west coast,
Jetwing Beach was the first hotel in Negombo
to become a member of Small Luxury

Hotels of the World. The cool, contemporary
architecture of Jetwing Beach complements
the natural environment whilst allowing guests
to relax in luxury, with minimalist interiors in
the bedrooms and suites creating bright and
unfussy surroundings. Originally designed

by Geoffrey Bawa, the Jetwing Beach was
renovated entirely in 2004. Large glass doors
open onto a private balcony or terrace that
overlooks the sea, an attractive feature of

TRI, Koggala
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each room, and the suites benefit from butler
service. Set in lush tropical gardens, Jetwing
Beach hotel also has tennis courts and an
outdoor swimming pool. A professional water
sports centre, scuba diving and windsurfing
are available nearby and safaris and game
drives can be organised on request. The spa
at Jetwing Beach has two treatment rooms
and a steam room, and there is an Ayurvedic
centre with a selection of traditional treatment
programmes at its sister hotel, Ayurveda
Pavilions. International and local cuisine is
served in the Sands Restaurant, which is open
24 hours and is partly open air. Alternatively,
the fine dining restaurant, Black Coral, is

open in the evenings. After dinner, relax with

a cocktail or a glass of wine at the Terrace
Bar, overlooking the hotel’s grounds. Jetwing
Beach is in an excellent location for exploring
the surrounding area: the fishing town of
Negombo with its churches, temples and
mosques, Dutch fort and colourful local shops,
the nearby Murhurajawala marshlands and the
Dutch Canal. read more

Jetwing Beach, Negombo
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HOTELS

Our ‘Value’ selection of hotels in Colombo, Weligama, and Yala National Park

are described below.

COLOMBO

Mount Lavinia Hotel

The Mount Lavinia Hotel has a rich 200-year
heritage as a British Governor’s residence
and fashionable beach resort. This impressive
white colonial hotel stands on a rocky
promontory overlooking the bay of Galkissa,
12 kilometres south of Central Colombo. The
Mount Lavinia Hotel enjoys extensive beach
frontage and has a vast terrace with a large
swimming pool and terrace bar affording
panoramic views of the Colombo skyline

and the Indian Ocean. Its 275 bedrooms
range from standard category to Suite, all
with private balcony and sea view. There is a
seafood restaurant by the beach and other
speciality restaurants serving succulent dishes
cooked by celebrated chefs. Other facilities
include the Coconut Spa, a business centre,
shopping arcade and beach volleyball.

read more

WELIGAMA BAY

Weligama Bay Resort

Weligama Bay Resort is set on a sandy
beach in the middle of Weligama Bay on Sri
Lanka’s quieter, stunning southern coast.
The 24 individually designed bedrooms of
this newly-built boutique hotel are housed in
a main building and a collection of garden
villas and joined bungalows. Set around

a tropical garden and swimming pool, the
accommodation at Weligama Bay Resort
offers up-to-date technical equipment and
individual air-conditioning, not to mention
breathtaking views over the Indian Ocean.
The stylish furniture is made from teak wood
and comfortable bathrooms are made from
white terrazzo. In the Bawana Spa, you will
find traditional Ayurveda treatments as well as
relaxing aromatherapy, Shirodara and exquisite
elixirs of oils, fresh tropical fruits and spices
to pamper your skin. Weligama Bay Resort’s
air-conditioned Cutty Sark restaurant and the
open-air terrace bar invite you to explore Sri
Lankan and international cuisine right by the
beach, listening to the crashing waves as you
relish grilled lobster and traditional watalapan.
The advantageous position of Weligama Bay
Resort on this beautiful bay in Southern Sri
Lanka makes it an excellent location for sea

Mount Lavinia Hotel, Colombo

Weligama Bay Resort

and beach activities as well as trips to historic
Galle Fort, inland forests and along the coast.
Weligama Bay is popular for surfing, with good
waves and a fine sand bottom, without rocks
or corals, attracting experienced surfers as
well as surfing beginners. Scuba divers can
enjoy discovering old shipwrecks or the beauty
of undersea life whilst the soft beaches are
inviting for daily walks, runs or games of beach
volleyball. From November until April you can
also enjoy whale or dolphin watching when
staying at Weligama Bay Resort. read more

YALA NATIONAL PARK

Jetwing Yala

With the natural wonders of the Yala National
Park just on your doorstep, Jetwing Yala
offers its guests an authentic experience of Sri
Lanka'’s incredible wildlife as well as a wholly
relaxing environment. A sustainable ethos
accompanies the location and activities on
offer here, with access to both the coast and
the National park and a wellness centre that
aims to improve the wellbeing of the resort’s
guests. The hotel is home to one of the
largest private solar park in Sri Lanka, which

Weligama Bay Resort, Weligama
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supplies over 40% of the resort’s electricity.
Rooms at Jetwing Yala are tastefully and
elegantly decorated, with muted colours as
well as vibrant feature tones. All rooms are
spacious, with beautiful landscape views from
the balcony or terrace, and the furnishings are
distinctly modern. A range of bars, indoors
and outdoors, cater for you throughout the
day with refreshing drinks and shacks, and
the restaurant and grill restaurant serve
gastronomic dishes inspired by the eclectic
flavours of the island, and accompanied by
fantastic sea views. During the day, venture
into the Yala National Park, or kick back
beside the swimming pool or on the beach.

Jetwing Yala, Yala National Park
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HOTELS

Our ‘Value’ selection of hotels in Colombo, Weligama, Yala National Park,
Koggala, and Negombo are described below.

THALPE

The Frangipani Tree

On a secluded stretch of sandy beach at
Thalpe, just minutes from historic Galle, lies
the Frangipani Tree, a collection of exquisitely
furnished suite-villas named after the turtles
that inhabit these shores. Set in a palm-
fringed garden with 35-metre lap pool, tennis
court and beach spa, and offering a gourmet
kitchen service and a discreet team of staff,
the Frangipani Tree is really more of a small
boutique hotel than villa accommodation.

The nine bedroom suites are housed in three
elegant villas — Olive Ridley (5 bedrooms),
Leatherback (2 bedrooms) and Hawkshill (2
bedrooms) — they are offered as individual
one-bedroom suites, although it is possible to
book a whole villa. Each suite has an elegant
four-poster bed, a private dining table, a
contemporary bathroom and stunning ocean
views. Bawa-style open-air bathrooms in
most of the bedrooms and shady verandah
and terraces give the accommodation an airy
and elegant feel. The chefs can prepare fresh
daily menus for breakfast, lunch and dinner
according to your tastes and the availability
of produce — local fresh seafood, Sri Lankan
and Mediterranean are their specialities. Up to
20 people can be seated on a splendid dining
table on the Frangipani Tree terrace, ideal for
parties staying in different suites.

Sociable sorts can wallow on designer sofas in
the Frangipani Tree lounge, watching a movie
or regaling travellers tales. The Frangipani
Tree is a wonderful place for relaxing and
wandering along the beach, looking for turtles
and fishermen on stilts. In season, sea turtles
return to the beach here to lay their eggs.
read more

The Frangipani Tree

The Frangipani Tree, Thalpe

NEGOMBO

Jetwing Beach

Nestling between palm trees along a charming
stretch of beach on Sri Lanka’s west coast,
Jetwing Beach was the first hotel in Negombo
to become a member of Small Luxury

Hotels of the World. The cool, contemporary
architecture of Jetwing Beach complements
the natural environment whilst allowing guests
to relax in luxury, with minimalist interiors in
the bedrooms and suites creating bright and
unfussy surroundings. Originally designed

by Geoffrey Bawa, the Jetwing Beach was
renovated entirely in 2004. Large glass doors
open onto a private balcony or terrace that
overlooks the sea, an attractive feature of
each room, and the suites benefit from butler
service. Set in lush tropical gardens, Jetwing
Beach hotel also has tennis courts and an
outdoor swimming pool. A professional water
sports centre, scuba diving and windsurfing
are available nearby and safaris and game
drives can be organised on request. The spa
at Jetwing Beach has two treatment rooms
and a steam room, and there is an Ayurvedic

Jetwing Beach, Negombo
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centre with a selection of traditional treatment
programmes at its sister hotel, Ayurveda
Pavilions. International and local cuisine is
served in the Sands Restaurant, which is open
24 hours and is partly open air. Alternatively,
the fine dining restaurant, Black Coral, is

open in the evenings. After dinner, relax with

a cocktail or a glass of wine at the Terrace

Bar, overlooking the hotel’s grounds. Jetwing
Beach is in an excellent location for exploring
the surrounding area: the fishing town of
Negombo with its churches, temples and
mosques, Dutch fort and colourful local shops,
the nearby Murhurajawala marshlands and the
Dutch Canal. read more

Jetwing Beach, Negombo
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MAP OF WILDLIFE OF SRI LANKA TOURING HOLIDAY
The map below illustrates the route outlined in this touring itinerary, with '6/‘“70“"”“"’"3
overnight stops and places of interest highlighted.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

This touring holiday is one of several suggested holidays we can offer you
exactly as it is but also with any alterations you might want, including extra
nights in one or more places or adding in extra places. All our tours can be
extended so that you can include a longer stay in one location too, perhaps
at the end of the itinerary. Do call to discuss the options with our travel

consultants.

OUR TOURS

Our touring holidays are for individuals
travelling on their own or in their own
family group. You do not join a group, but
are escourted by your own private English-
speaking chauffeur-guide.

FLEXIBLE ARRANGEMENTS

Our arrangements are very flexible in that
you choose to travel on any day you want,
subject to availability of flights and hotels. As
mentioned above, additional nights can be
added at any point.

FLIGHT ARRANGEMENTS

Sri Lankan Airways operates daily flights

to Colombo from London Heathrow. Most
flights leave London in the afternoon or
evening. Flight time is about 11 hours. There
is economy and a business class cabin. In
recent years, the business class cabins have
been upgraded to fully reclining flat-beds.
From Colombo you can also take the Sri
Lankan air taxi to regional centres throughout
the country. Sri Lankan Airways also operates
flights to the Maldives via Colombo, making Sri
Lanka and the Maldives a perfect two-centre
combination.

TRAVEL WITHIN SRI LANKA

We include private transfers with all our
holidays to Sri Lanka, and a personal chauffer
with all our touring holidays. Your English-
speaking chauffeur-guide will meet you on
arrival at Colombo airport, then accompany
you on your journey around the island. All our
holidays are for individuals, so you travel as
your own party and do not join a group.

It is also possible to hire a car in Sri Lanka,
which can be arranged locally or in advance. A
more popular option is to hire a car with driver
for day trips or excursions, which, again, can
be arranged by us in advance or by the hotel
locally.

TOURING HOLIDAYS

A touring holiday of Sri Lanka is at the heart of
what many of our clients want to experience
from this fascinating country, and it is where
we excel at using our personal knowledge
and experience to tailor a holiday that is a
perfect match for you. Stay in several different
locations around Sri Lanka, allowing time to
explore and relax in each. Combine a few
nights on the beach with stays in the Kandy
Hills, in the Cultural Triangle, on a high tea
estate or in a national wildlife park, in Galle,
Negombo, or Colombo. It makes sense to

factor in a night or two in Colombo, Negombo,

Wadduwa, or at the Wallawwa near the
airport, at the beginning and/or end of your
holiday to coincide with flight times.

REGIONS OF SRI LANKA

Roughly only half the size of England, yet
packed with a whole continent’s worth of
temples, ruins, wildlife reserves, and luxury
beach resorts, Sri Lanka is a beautiful, bite-
sized slice of paradise offering a whole world
of diverse escapes. Littered with elegant
colonial hotels and enchanting boutique
lodges, Sri Lanka also offers luxury at a
relative snip. Young or old, family or couple,
beach-bound or culture-vulture — a visit to

Sri Lanka satisfies everyone. Formerly an
Arab trading port, the commercial capital
Colombo is a bustling, colourful town, with

a fabulous bazaar, colonial churches, and
craft markets. To the north of Colombo lies
Negombo and the beaches of the west coast,
whilst to the south Wadduwa is the start of

a string of fabulous beaches running all the
way down and around Sri Lanka’s southwest
coast, with a collection of intimate, exquisite
beach resorts. Further southward lies historic
Galle, a reminder of the Dutch presence on
the island. Inviting as Sri Lanka’s coastline

is, however, the island’s interior is worth the
airfare alone, with forest parks sheltering
leopards and wild Asian elephants, a verdant
hill country carpeted in tea plantations with
lovely boutique planter’s house hotels, and no
visitor to Sri Lanka should be allowed to miss
the Cultural Triangle, boasting five UNESCO
World Heritage Sites in an area no bigger than
Kent. New to tourism is the north and north
east of Sri Lanka, strewn with Hindu temples,
colonial gems and long white beaches offering
spectacular snorkelling.
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THINGS TO SEE IN SRI LANKA
Cricket is a national sport, played on every
dusty maidan and patch of grass from Jaffna
to Galle. A real highlight of any trip to the
south is Galle Fort, where you can wander
round the ancient ramparts at sunset,
watching cricket games below, or stroll along
the narrow streets in search of antiques in tiny,
friendly shops. Local festivals such as Vesak
full moon in May and Poson full moon in July,
as well as the famous Esala Festival in Kandy
in July and August, when Buddha'’s tooth

is taken out from the temple and paraded
through the streets. Visiting national parks,
sheltering an abundance of wildlife including
leopards, elephants, bears and hundreds of
species of birds. Buying tea, gems, jewellery,
spices for a local bazaar. Fantastic spicy
local cuisine, specialising in fish dishes, and
delicious ‘egg hoppers.’ Tea-tasting in the

hill country. Sigirya Rock Fortress. The Cave
temples of Dambulla. The medieval capital
and ruins of Polonnaruwa. The sacred city

of Anuradhapura. The west coast beaches
flanked by palm trees, including Negombo,
Beruwela, Bentota and Galle. The elephant
orphanage at Pinnawela. The tea plantations
near Nuwara Eilya, a region known locally as
Little England. Ayurvedic massage. A warm
welcome wherever you go.

Telephone number 01392 441227 Email info@expressionsholidays.co.uk



OUR PRICES

The sample prices mentioned in this leaflet
are generally a ‘from’ price based on the
cheapest season of travel. However, flight
and hotel rates can change (up and down
depending on offers), so we give you an
accurate price for your holiday when we
provide you with a quotation. Our sample
prices should be used as an indication

of how much a particular combination

will cost and to show the differences on
average between the hotel categories on
offer.

PRICE INFORMATION IN MORE
DETAIL

Scheduled return flights from London
Heathrow to Bandaranaike International
Airport with Sri Lanka Airways and
accommodation at the Mount Lavinia Hotel,
Weligama Bay Resort, Jetwing Yala, the
Frangipani Tree, and Jetwing Beach.

From £2,450 per person.

Scheduled return flights from London
Heathrow to Bandaranaike International
Airport with Sri Lanka Airways and
accommodation at the Regency at the Galle
Face Hotel, Cape Weligama, Noel Rodrigo’s
Leopard Safaris, TRI, and Jetwing Beach.
From £3,690 per person.
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BOOKING CONDITIONS

Our booking conditions apply to all holidays. A
copy can be found on our website and a copy
is also sent to you with a written quotation and
when you make a booking.

FINANCIAL PROTECTION
Expressions Holidays offers full financial
protection for all holidays you book with us. If
your holiday includes a flight, the ATOL (3076)
covers the costs of the holiday. If the holiday
does not include a flight, it is the ABTOT bond
that protects the cost of the holiday. We are
also members of AITO (the Association of
Independent Tour Operators) and ABTA.
<% 125 SDABTA
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Expressions Holidays
Lynx House, Pynes Hill, Exeter EX2 5JL

HOW TO BOOK

01392 441224

and we can take you through the
details we need and start the booking
process. A deposit is required to
confirm the arrangements and this
can be paid by debit or credit card
over the phone. No handling fee is
charged on deposits up to £1000. The
level of the deposit will be confirmed
at the point of booking and will
depend on the ticketing deadlines
involved in your booking.

Telephone number 01392 441224 Email info@expressionsholidays.co.uk
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